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1. There is ultimately but one Passion in all created reality: the dynamism of Trinitarian giving and 
receiving pulse within the ebb and flow of all life. 
 

 In our culture, we think of “passion” as a personal, unique drive/desire that often leads to 
jealousy and conflicts.  But theologically and liturgically, we say that genuine passion 
must always be shared: passion “with” (compassion) the very nature of divine passion 
calls us out of our own narrow isolation. 

 Simply put, passion is a call to communion and solidarity and not just a matter of self-
expression of desires or moods, etc. 

 
2. Salvation “happens” as we are immersed into the Passion of God (Baptism) or better yet, in 

maturing adulthood as the divine passion within us is unleashed.  Again, that passion which 
saves is communal.  That is the passion which we celebrate and renew in the Eucharist and in 
works of Christian service. 
 

3. Eucharist is an encounter: we meet the already and always present Lord who has made a 
permanent commitment to be with and for us:  We can “be” because He is for us.  We “are” – 
we come to adult faith as we “surrender” our ego, accepting the Lord’s presence in forgiveness 
and healing.  Boundary lines fade and we become genuine participants in dialogue and service. 
 

4. The encounter with the Lord takes place in the context of meal, dialogue, shared food.  This 
meal of encounter is sacrificial in the sense of its link to Calvary but also because sacrifice has 
to do with “bridging the gap” between humanity and God.  Christ already celebrated and 
effected the one, perfect sacrifice but as long as there is still some distance to be overcome we 
still need sacrifice, i.e. to join our struggles to Christ’s pure, transforming and healing love.  The 
sacred bread and wine – broken and poured out – heal and unite and create a renewed 
community.  There is but one loaf and one cup. 
 

5. The Mass is a “sacrifice of praise” (see John 17 – “I consecrate myself so that they may also be 
consecrated.” (The verb in Greek is “to sacrifice”) Liturgy and a life of service are both ways of 
expressing our relationship with the Lord; and so we can speak of Eucharist as “sharing the 
bread” in the sense of charity as well as ritual supper. 

 
6. “Communion” means “union with Jesus in the gift of His own life” and therefore “union with all 

for whom He died and for the multitude.” 
 
 

 
 


